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SCO INTERNATIONAL
ENGLISH

OLYMPIAD

GLOBAL GUIDE
A comprehensive guide for schools, teachers, parents and students

¢ integrated listening, speaking, reading and writing pathway from Grades 1-12
e CEFR-aware progression with age-fit vocabulary, grammar, comprehension and communication goals
e globally relevant English enrichment for school readiness, academic confidence and future communication

Designed for globally benchmarked English language learning, assessment readiness and
future-ready communication across Grades 1-12.
¢ integrated listening, speaking, reading and writing pathway from Grades 1-12

e CEFR-aware progression with age-fit vocabulary, grammar, comprehension and communication goals
¢ globally relevant English enrichment for school readiness, academic confidence and future communication

Reading Writing Speaking Listening Vocabulary

Phonics Comprehension Literature Media Global Skills
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1. Purpose and Global Promise

The SCO International English Olympiad (SCO IEQ) is designed as a globally relevant English language enrichment
assessment for Grades 1-12. It strengthens the skills students need to learn, communicate, collaborate and think:
vocabulary, grammar, reading comprehension, written expression, listening readiness, speaking confidence, literary
awareness, information literacy and critical interpretation.

The Olympiad is not intended to replace a school curriculum. It complements national, international and bilingual
curricula by giving students structured practice in language accuracy and meaningful communication. The design is useful
for first-language, second-language and additional-language learners when schools apply age-fit support and reading-
level guidance.

Best-practice principle

The strongest English Olympiad pathway should not be only a grammar test. It should connect grammar with meaning, vocabulary

with context, reading with inference, writing with purpose, and communication with audience.

2. Research-Grounded Pedagogy

The SCO IEO pedagogy follows a language-development continuum. Early grades build sound-symbol awareness, word
meaning and sentence readiness. Primary grades develop grammar accuracy, reading fluency, vocabulary range and basic
paragraph expression. Middle grades deepen inference, clauses, narration, voice, non-fiction reading and literary devices.
Senior grades focus on rhetoric, academic style, research-supported argument, critical reading, editing and
communication for audience and purpose.

° Language as communication: grammar and vocabulary are taught through meaningful sentences, passages and
real situations.

° Reading as thinking: students learn to identify explicit meaning, infer unstated ideas, evaluate purpose,
recognize tone and justify answers.

° Writing as design: students practise sentence control, paragraph coherence, argument, narrative craft, editing
and revision.

° Listening and speaking as readiness: students build the ability to follow instructions, present ideas, discuss texts

and adapt language to context.

° Multilingual sensitivity: questions should use clear international English and avoid unnecessary local bias, while
respecting diverse names, cultures and contexts.

School Connect Olympiad | SCO International English Olympiad



School

A

sJ Connect Online

3. Global Alignment Crosswalk

CEFR Companion Volume

Common Core ELA

Cambridge English Frameworks

GOV.UK National Curriculum English

OECD PISA Reading Literacy

UNESCO Multilingual Education

NCTE/IRA ELA Standards

Maps progression from basic reception and production to independent and proficient
communication. Supports descriptors for reading, writing, listening, spoken interaction, spoken
production and mediation.

Supports close reading, evidence-based response, writing for purpose and audience, vocabulary
acquisition, speaking/listening and language conventions.

Reinforces the four integrated strands of reading, writing, speaking and listening with international-
school progression.

Strengthens vocabulary, grammar, standard English, comprehension, composition, spoken language
and discussion/debate readiness.

Moves students beyond recall toward understanding, evaluating, reflecting on and using texts for
real-life purposes.

Encourages inclusive language learning for multilingual students and avoids narrow culture-bound
examples.

Adds multimodal communication, information resources, audience, purpose and technology-

supported language use.
WEF Future Skills
lifelong learning.

4. Core Competency Framework

Connects English fluency with communication, analytical thinking, creativity, adaptability and

Competency What It ncludes

phonics, spelling, word meaning, synonyms/antonyms, prefixes, suffixes,
collocations, idioms and academic vocabulary

Word Knowledge
Grammar and Usage parts of speech, sentence types, tenses, modals, determiners, prepositions,
clauses, voice, narration and concord

Reading Comprehension literal understanding, inference, summarizing, comparing, evaluating, tone,
purpose, bias and evidence

Writing and Editing sentence formation, paragraphing, creative writing, essays, reports,
arguments, research writing and revision

following instructions, oral response, presentation, debate, discussion, active
listening and formal/informal register

Speaking and Listening

poetry, fiction, non-fiction, drama, visual/multimodal texts, rhetoric and
information evaluation

Literature and Media
Literacy

5. Grade-Wise Pathway

Students choose precise words and infer
meaning from context.

Students apply conventions accurately
while preserving meaning.

Students read varied texts with accuracy
and critical awareness.

Students plan, draft, revise and
communicate clearly.

Students communicate ideas confidently
and responsibly.

Students interpret language choices and
evaluate messages.

Grades 1-2 Foundational language phonics, basic vocabulary, simple grammar, sentence
readiness sense, listening to instructions, picture-supported
reading
Grades 3-6 Primary language reading fluency, grammar in context, paragraph writing,
development vocabulary, functional communication and
comprehension
Grades 7-8 Middle-grade analytical critical reading, non-fiction, literary devices, grammar
English variety, essay basics, debate and presentation
preparation
Grades 9-12 Advanced academic and argument, research, rhetoric, advanced grammar,

literary analysis, media literacy, professional and
academic writing

global communication

letter-sound recognition, word meaning,
simple comprehension, sentence
completion, oral-language confidence
accurate sentences, coherent
paragraphs, text comprehension,
vocabulary transfer, active listening
interpret themes, compare texts, plan
essays, use textual evidence, control
tone and register

evaluate bias, synthesize sources, write
analytically, communicate for audience
and purpose, revise with precision

m Core Chapter Direction Development Goal

Grade 1 Foundational Fun of Opposite Words, Words and Their Meanings, Masculine and
Feminine Words, Name the Noun...

Grade 2 Foundational Noun, Pronoun, Verb, Adverb...

Grade 3 Primary Introduction to Tenses, Synonyms and Antonyms, Sentences,

Conjunctions...

Accuracy + comprehension +
communication confidence
Accuracy + comprehension +
communication confidence
Accuracy + comprehension +
communication confidence
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m Core Chapter Direction Development Goal

Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 6

Grade 7

Grade 8

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

Primary

Primary
and Prefix...
Primary
- Degrees of Comparison...
Middle

Middle

Advanced
Speech, The Gerund...
Advanced
Speech, The Gerund...
Advanced

Spell the Household Words, Conjunctions, Prepositions, Adjectives...

Kinds of Sentences, Sentence Formation, Introduction to Tenses, Suffix

Suffix and Prefix, Active and Passive Voice, Kinds of Sentences, Adjectives

Modals, Prepositions, Idioms and Phrases, Determiners...

Modals, Prepositions, Idioms and Proverbs, Determiners...

Modal and Auxiliary Verbs, Tenses - All Forms, Direct and Indirect

Modal and Auxiliary Verbs, Tenses - All Forms, Direct and Indirect

Advanced Modals and Nuance, Advanced Tense and Aspect, Reported

Speech and Register, Non-finite Verbs and Gerunds...

Advanced

Precision in Modality and Tone, Complex Tense Control, Discourse, Voice

and Perspective, Academic Grammar and Syntax...

6. Assessment Blueprint

Suggested
Grade Band Quesrion Types SUEEEStEd WEighﬁng

Grades 1-2

Grades 3-6

Grades 7-8

Grades 9-12

Picture vocabulary, phonics, 30-45 min
simple words, sentence sense
and basic comprehension
Grammar, vocabulary, sentence 45-60 min
formation, short comprehension
and usage in context

Analytical reading, grammar 60-75 min
accuracy, idioms, clauses,
narration/voice and text
interpretation

Critical reading, rhetoric, 75-90 min
advanced usage, research

literacy, editing and academic

communication

MCQ, matching, picture-based items,
fill-the-word, simple sentence
identification

MCQ, sentence correction, cloze,
jumbled sentences, short reading
passages

MCQ, cloze, evidence-based reading,
sentence transformation, vocabulary in
context

MCQ, passage analysis, argument
evaluation, editing, advanced
transformation and vocabulary

Accuracy + comprehension +
communication confidence

Accuracy + comprehension +
communication confidence

Accuracy + comprehension +
communication confidence

Analysis + expression + evidence-based
language use

Analysis + expression + evidence-based
language use

Analysis + expression + evidence-based
language use

Analysis + expression + evidence-based
language use

Analysis + expression + evidence-based
language use

Analysis + expression + evidence-based
language use

50-60% vocabulary/word meaning,
25-30% grammar, 15-20%
comprehension

30% grammar, 30% vocabulary, 25%
reading, 15% applied language

30% reading, 30% grammar, 25%
vocabulary/usage, 15% reasoning
through language

35% reading and rhetoric, 30%
grammar/style, 20% vocabulary, 15%
writing/editing judgement

Note: Speaking and listening skills are important preparation outcomes. If a particular online round uses MCQ-only
delivery, these competencies are reflected indirectly through instructions, dialogue-based items, listening-readiness
practice and school-level activities. Where audio/oral rounds are enabled, schools may use age-fit speaking/listening

rubrics.

7. Preparation and Implementation Model

Read daily, maintain a vocabulary notebook, practise grammar through examples, solve short comprehension passages,

Student

Teacher

Parent

School

revise mistakes after every mock.

Map chapter practice to school lessons, teach grammar through context, use short passages, give feedback on reasoning

behind answers.

Encourage reading aloud, conversation, storytelling, dictionary use, correct but kind feedback and regular practice

without pressure.

Create a weekly preparation calendar, conduct mini practice rounds, ensure device readiness and communicate exam

rules clearly.
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8. Quality Safeguards for Global Acceptability

° Use clear international English and avoid idioms that require highly local cultural knowledge unless they are
being assessed explicitly.

° Keep passages age-fit, culturally respectful, gender-neutral where possible and accessible to multilingual
learners.

° Balance grammar accuracy with reading comprehension, vocabulary in context and communication use.

° Use distractors that reflect common learning errors, not trick wording that creates unnecessary confusion.
° Report performance by skill area so students can improve, rather than only showing a total score.

Reference Basis for Global Alignment

The document is benchmarked against authoritative international language and literacy frameworks. These references guide progression,
fairness and assessment design; SCO papers remain independently authored and grade-wise.

CEFR Companion Volume 2020 Language proficiency, communicative activities, mediation, plurilingual and intercultural competence.
Common Core ELA Close reading, evidence, writing, speaking/listening and language conventions.

Cambridge English Frameworks Integrated reading, writing, speaking and listening progression for international schools.

GOV.UK English Curriculum Vocabulary, grammar, reading, writing and spoken-language development.

OECD PISA Reading Literacy Understanding, using, evaluating and reflecting on texts for real-life purposes.

UNESCO Languages in Education Inclusive multilingual education and equitable language access.

NCTE/IRA ELA Standards Communication for audience, purpose, technology-supported inquiry and multimodal literacy.

WEF Future of Jobs 2025 Future-ready communication, analytical thinking, creativity, adaptability and lifelong learning.
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