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SCO INTERNATIONAL 

CHEMISTRY OLYMPIAD 

EXAM SCHEDULE GUIDE 

Cycle-based guide for schools, teachers, parents, and students 
 

 
Designed for SCO International Chemistry Olympiad (SCO IChO) cycle-based 
exam planning and aligned with SCO's secure online Olympiad platform, 
preparation support, practice flow, reporting, and future-ready academic growth. 
 
• cycle-wise schedule model for Spring, Summer, and Winter participation 
• Class 8 to 12 IChO exam-date pathway with Grade 1 to 7 chemistry-readiness guidance 
• global benefits, stakeholder value, proctored exam integrity, and PDF publishing typography guidance 
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SCO INTERNATIONAL CHEMISTRY OLYMPIAD CYCLE-
BASED EXAM SCHEDULE GUIDE 

For website PDF publishing, school circulars, student preparation planning, and parent guidance | 
Date format used throughout: DD MMM YYYY 

Important scope note 

This document is prepared from the attached SCO IChO / Chemistry exam-plan data and the cycle schedule 
details provided. The public website should always display current live date availability from the official SCO 
exam-date page, while this document explains the official cycle model and preparation value in a visitor-friendly 
format. 

 

Why a Cycle-Based Chemistry Olympiad Schedule Helps 

SCO International Olympiad uses a cycle-based planning approach so schools, students, and families can 
choose a suitable exam window instead of being restricted to a single day. For Chemistry Olympiad learners, 
this is especially useful because Class 8 to 12 preparation requires chapter-wise practice, numerical accuracy, 
conceptual revision, and enough time for mock-style readiness. 

• Students can prepare progressively before selecting the most suitable cycle/date window. 
• Schools can plan around academic calendars, annual exams, breaks, school events, and international time-zone 

needs. 
• Teachers can connect classroom chemistry with practice questions, revision clinics, and performance feedback.  
• Parents can track preparation with a clear window, result-publication date, and study-material support. 
• Global participants benefit from a flexible online model supported by secure proctored assessment and free 

preparation resources. 

 

Official Cycle Windows and Result Publication Planning 

Exam Year Cycle Exam Window Result / Publish Date Status 

2026 SPRING 01 Jan 2026 - 31 Mar 
2026 30 Apr 2026 Active 

2026 SUMMER 01 Apr 2026 - 31 Jul 
2026 31 Aug 2026 Active 

2026 WINTER 01 Aug 2026 - 31 Dec 
2026 28 Feb 2027 Active 

2027 SPRING 01 Jan 2027 - 31 Mar 
2027 30 Apr 2027 Active 

2027 SUMMER 01 Apr 2027 - 31 Jul 
2027 31 Aug 2027 Active 

2027 WINTER 01 Aug 2027 - 31 Dec 
2027 29 Feb 2028 Active 
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For website display, keep the date format uniform as DD MMM YYYY, for example 01 Jan 2026. This improves 
readability for Indian and international visitors and avoids confusion between DD/MM and MM/DD formats. 

Class-Wise SCO IChO Schedule Matrix 

SCO IChO is designed as a focused Chemistry Olympiad for Classes 8 to 12.  

Grades 1 to 7 can be positioned as chemistry-readiness through the broader science learning pathway. 

Grade / Class Participation Pathway Exam-Date Model Preparation Focus 

Grade 1 
Chemistry-readiness through 
Science Olympiad / 
foundational science learning 

Use the relevant SCO cycle 
window announced on the 
official exam-date page 

Observation, materials, food, 
water, air, safety, environment, 
and early inquiry. 

Grade 2 
Chemistry-readiness through 
Science Olympiad / 
foundational science learning 

Use the relevant SCO cycle 
window announced on the 
official exam-date page 

Observation, materials, food, 
water, air, safety, environment, 
and early inquiry. 

Grade 3 
Chemistry-readiness through 
Science Olympiad / 
foundational science learning 

Use the relevant SCO cycle 
window announced on the 
official exam-date page 

Observation, materials, food, 
water, air, safety, environment, 
and early inquiry. 

Grade 4 
Chemistry-readiness through 
Science Olympiad / 
foundational science learning 

Use the relevant SCO cycle 
window announced on the 
official exam-date page 

Observation, materials, food, 
water, air, safety, environment, 
and early inquiry. 

Grade 5 
Chemistry-readiness through 
Science Olympiad / 
foundational science learning 

Use the relevant SCO cycle 
window announced on the 
official exam-date page 

Observation, materials, food, 
water, air, safety, environment, 
and early inquiry. 

Grade 6 
Chemistry-readiness through 
Science Olympiad / 
foundational science learning 

Use the relevant SCO cycle 
window announced on the 
official exam-date page 

Observation, materials, food, 
water, air, safety, environment, 
and early inquiry. 

Grade 7 
Chemistry-readiness through 
Science Olympiad / 
foundational science learning 

Use the relevant SCO cycle 
window announced on the 
official exam-date page 

Observation, materials, food, 
water, air, safety, environment, 
and early inquiry. 

Class 8 SCO International Chemistry 
Olympiad (SCO IChO) 

Spring / Summer / Winter cycle 
windows as per official 
schedule 

Chapter-wise Chemistry 
preparation, practice 
questions, proctored exam, 
and global benchmarking. 

Class 9 SCO International Chemistry 
Olympiad (SCO IChO) 

Spring / Summer / Winter cycle 
windows as per official 
schedule 

Chapter-wise Chemistry 
preparation, practice 
questions, proctored exam, 
and global benchmarking. 

Class 10 SCO International Chemistry 
Olympiad (SCO IChO) 

Spring / Summer / Winter cycle 
windows as per official 
schedule 

Chapter-wise Chemistry 
preparation, practice 
questions, proctored exam, 
and global benchmarking. 

Class 11 SCO International Chemistry 
Olympiad (SCO IChO) 

Spring / Summer / Winter cycle 
windows as per official 
schedule 

Chapter-wise Chemistry 
preparation, practice 
questions, proctored exam, 
and global benchmarking. 

Class 12 SCO International Chemistry 
Olympiad (SCO IChO) 

Spring / Summer / Winter cycle 
windows as per official 
schedule 

Chapter-wise Chemistry 
preparation, practice 
questions, proctored exam, 
and global benchmarking. 
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Configured SCO IChO Date Slots from Attached Exam-Plan Data 

The attached data shows the same configured slot pattern for Classes 8 to 12. These are presented as schedule 
references; current live availability should be verified on the official SCO exam-date page. 

Cycle No. of Slot Dates Configured Slot Dates 

SPRING 2026 9 
03 Jan 2026, 11 Jan 2026, 24 Jan 2026, 07 Feb 
2026, 08 Feb 2026, 28 Feb 2026, 07 Mar 
2026, 08 Mar 2026, 28 Mar 2026 

SUMMER 2026 12 
04 Apr 2026, 12 Apr 2026, 25 Apr 2026, 02 
May 2026, 10 May 2026, 23 May 2026, 06 Jun 
2026, 14 Jun 2026, 27 Jun 2026, 04 Jul 2026, 
12 Jul 2026, 25 Jul 2026 

WINTER 2026 12 
06 Sep 2025, 14 Sep 2025, 27 Sep 2025, 04 
Oct 2025, 12 Oct 2025, 25 Oct 2025, 01 Nov 
2025, 09 Nov 2025, 22 Nov 2025, 06 Dec 
2025, 14 Dec 2025, 27 Dec 2025 

WINTER 2027 12 
04 Sep 2026, 12 Sep 2026, 20 Sep 2026, 02 
Oct 2026, 10 Oct 2026, 18 Oct 2026, 06 Nov 
2026, 14 Nov 2026, 15 Nov 2026, 04 Dec 
2026, 12 Dec 2026, 20 Dec 2026 

How the Schedule Should Be Read by Visitors 

Visitor Question Clear Website-Friendly Answer 

Which class can participate? 
SCO IChO is primarily for Classes 8 to 12. Younger learners 
can build chemistry-readiness through science-based 
preparation and later progress into IChO. 

Which cycle should be selected? Choose Spring, Summer, or Winter based on school calendar, 
readiness, and available date slots. 

When will results be published? Each cycle has a separate publish/result date. The publish 
date should be shown with the selected cycle. 

Can schools choose a date? 
Schools may use published cycle dates or follow the 
approved SCO school-registration process where custom 
arrangements are supported. 

Where should final dates be confirmed? 
Final live dates should be confirmed on the official SCO 
Olympiad Exam Dates page before registration or school 
communication. 

SCO International Chemistry Olympiad Benefits 

Stakeholder Key Benefit Value Addition 

Students Concept clarity and confidence 
Develops chemical reasoning, 
numerical accuracy, analytical thinking, 
and international competition exposure. 

Schools Academic enrichment with global 
positioning 

Supports a structured Olympiad 
program that can be integrated with 
classroom calendars and science clubs. 

Teachers Chapter-wise preparation support 
Helps teachers guide practice, 
remediation, enrichment, and higher-
order question discussions. 

Parents Transparent preparation pathway 
Gives families a clear exam cycle, free 
preparation support, and a meaningful 
way to monitor academic progress. 

Global learners Flexible online access 

Supports international participation 
through digital preparation, online 
assessment, and consistent cycle-
based planning. 
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Free Preparation Support for Registered Students 

SCO positions its Olympiad ecosystem around preparation as well as assessment. Registered students should 
be guided to use chapter-wise study materials, practice questions, reading resources, mock-style preparation, 
performance analytics, and multilingual support wherever available. This makes the Olympiad useful even 
before the exam day because students can identify gaps and improve steadily. 

• Chapter-wise online study materials and practice questions strengthen syllabus-linked preparation. 
• Mock-style preparation helps students improve speed, accuracy, and exam temperament. 
• Performance analysis can help students, parents, and teachers identify strengths and gaps. 
• Multilingual support can make preparation more inclusive for students from diverse regions. 
• Free learning access increases fairness and supports broader participation across schools and countries.  

Most Secure Proctored / Anti-Cheating Exam Approach 

For online Olympiad credibility, security must be explained clearly. SCO’s proctored/anti-cheating approach 
should be presented as an integrity layer that protects honest students, supports schools, and keeps results 
trustworthy for global benchmarking. 

Security Area Visitor-Friendly Explanation 

Student identity and exam access Students should use their registered login details and follow 
the official exam instructions before starting the test. 

Browser and tab discipline 
Students should avoid tab switching, unauthorized 
applications, copied content, external help, or device misuse 
during the exam. 

Camera / activity monitoring where applicable 
Proctored settings may monitor suspicious activity, inactivity, 
screen behavior, or other integrity signals according to SCO 
policy. 

Integrity bands and review Risk indicators can be reviewed to protect result quality and 
discourage unfair practices. 

Fairness principle Anti-cheating rules protect honest learners and help schools 
trust the certificates, ranks, and performance reports. 

Pedagogical Alignment: Why Chemistry Needs Olympiad-Style 
Learning 

• Chemistry requires conceptual understanding of matter, atoms, bonding, reactivity, energy, equilibrium, kinetics, 
electrochemistry, organic reactions, and laboratory logic. 

• Modern science education globally emphasizes scientific literacy: explaining phenomena, evaluating scientific 
enquiry, and interpreting data and evidence. 

• Indian education reforms emphasize competency, critical thinking, experiential learning, multidisciplinary 
understanding, and real-world application. 

• Chemistry Olympiad preparation connects school curriculum with higher studies in medicine, engineering, 
pharmacy, biotechnology, environmental science, materials science, food science, and research. 
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Grade-Band Preparation Guidance 

Grade Band Main Chemistry / Science Need Recommended Preparation Action 

Grades 1-2 Observation, senses, objects, safety, air, 
water, weather. 

Use picture-based observation, simple 
parent-guided questions, and safe daily-
life examples. 

Grades 3-5 Properties of materials, food, water, air, 
fuels, resources, environment. 

Use short concept notes, examples from 
home/school, and practice questions that 
build vocabulary. 

Grades 6-7 Mixtures, separation, changes, 
acids/bases, water, soil, heat, resources. 

Use worksheets, reasoning tasks, simple 
experiments, and chapter-wise practice. 

Class 8 Synthetic fibres, metals/non-metals, 
coal/petroleum, combustion. 

Focus on properties, uses, safety, 
environment, and application-based 
MCQs. 

Class 9-10 Matter, atoms, reactions, acids/bases, 
carbon, periodicity, energy. 

Practise formulae, balancing, periodic 
trends, carbon compound reasoning, and 
numerical/application problems. 

Class 11-12 
Stoichiometry, bonding, thermodynamics, 
equilibrium, electrochemistry, kinetics, 
organic and inorganic chemistry. 

Use advanced practice, mechanism maps, 
numerical drills, mock papers, and 
performance analysis. 

School Implementation Plan 

Stage Action for Schools and Teachers 

1. Orientation Introduce the SCO IChO cycle model, eligibility, available 
windows, preparation support, and integrity rules. 

2. Registration Planning Select the most suitable cycle/date window based on 
academic calendar and student readiness. 

3. Preparation Support Run chapter-wise practice, concept clinics, doubt sessions, 
and mock-style preparation. 

4. Exam Readiness Share technical instructions, proctoring expectations, time 
discipline, and honesty guidelines. 

5. Post-Result Review Use score reports to identify strengths, gaps, recognition 
opportunities, and next-cycle improvement plans. 

Reference Sources Used for Research Alignment 

Source URL 
SCO International Chemistry Olympiad page https://www.schoolconnectonline.com/exam/sco-icho 
SCO Olympiad Exam Dates by Cycle https://www.schoolconnectonline.com/olympiadexamdate.aspx 
SCO Anti-Cheating Online Olympiad Exam System https://www.schoolconnectonline.com/AntiCheatingExam.aspx 
SCO Free Olympiad Reading & Preparation Resources https://www.schoolconnectonline.com/reading-material.aspx 
SCO user-friendly/free preparation platform page https://www.schoolconnectonline.com/user-friendly.aspx 
OECD PISA 2025 Science Framework https://pisa-framework.oecd.org/science-2025/ 
UNESCO STEM Education https://www.unesco.org/en/stem 

Government of India, National Education Policy 2020 https://www.education.gov.in/en/national-education-policy-
2020-1 

 


