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SCO INTERNATIONAL 

ENGLISH OLYMPIAD 

CLASS 12 SYLLABUS 

A comprehensive syllabus guide for schools, teachers, parents, and 

students 

Designed for Class 12 learners to build literary interpretation, 

critical reading, research-based writing, creative expression, 

revision discipline, and critical listening. 

• senior-secondary English guidance for students preparing for advanced Olympiad-style 

language tasks 
• chapter-wise pathways across literary analysis, critical reading, research skills, essay 

writing, creative writing, editing, and critical listening 
• classroom-ready learning outcomes, teacher notes, assessment focus, and preparation 

roadmap 
• future-ready academic communication skills for school, university, public speaking, 

research, and global learning 
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Syllabus at a Glance 

A quick reference for students, teachers, and schools 

Class 12 English Learning Vision 

The SCO International English Olympiad Class 12 syllabus develops advanced interpretation, evidence-based 

reasoning, original expression, and careful listening. Learners are expected to read with independence, write with 

precision, evaluate ideas fairly, and communicate with maturity across academic and real-life contexts. 

 

Area Chapters Core Competency 

Reading Literary Analysis, Critical Reading, Research Skills 
Interpret texts, evaluate perspective, use evidence, 

and build reasoned arguments. 

Writing 
Advanced Essay Writing, Creative Writing, Editing 

and Revising 
Plan, draft, refine, and present clear, coherent, 

purposeful writing. 

Listening Critical Listening 
Evaluate speeches, lectures, and multimedia messages 

for purpose, tone, evidence, and bias. 

 

Chapter 

No. 
Chapter Name What the Chapter Builds 

1 Literary Analysis Close reading of poetry, drama, novels, and literary craft. 

2 Critical Reading Evaluation of bias, perspective, rhetorical strategies, and argument quality. 

3 Research Skills Use of primary and secondary sources to support claims and analysis. 

4 Advanced Essay Writing Sophisticated analytical, research, argumentative, and reflective essays. 

5 Creative Writing Short stories, drama, poetry, voice, structure, imagery, and style. 

6 Editing and Revising Improvement of clarity, coherence, grammar, punctuation, and style. 

7 Critical Listening 
Interpretation and evaluation of speeches, lectures, interviews, and 

multimedia content. 
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Using This Syllabus for Class 12 Readiness 

A practical bridge between curriculum learning and Olympiad performance 

Expected Learner Profile 

By the end of the syllabus, students should be able to interpret complex texts, compare viewpoints, cite evidence 

responsibly, compose structured written responses, revise with purpose, and listen critically to spoken or multimedia 

communication. 

 

User Group How the Syllabus Should Be Used 

Students 
Use the chapter notes as a weekly study path. Practise reading, writing, editing, and listening in short, 

repeated cycles. 

Teachers Use the outcomes to plan classroom tasks, passage selection, writing rubrics, and feedback checkpoints. 

Schools 
Use the chapter map to structure enrichment classes, Olympiad practice sessions, debate clubs, reading 

circles, and writing workshops. 

 

Skill Progression Foundation Advanced Class 12 Expectation 

Reading 
Understand meaning and identify 

details 
Interpret craft, evaluate perspective, and justify inferences 

with evidence 

Writing Organize ideas into paragraphs 
Build sophisticated essays, revise style, and support claims 

responsibly 

Listening Recall main ideas from spoken texts 
Evaluate purpose, evidence, bias, tone, and multimedia 

impact 

 

Academic Communication Habit 

Every activity in this syllabus should encourage three habits: read or listen carefully, think with evidence, and 

communicate with clarity. These habits prepare students for Olympiad questions, school assessments, interviews, 

presentations, and higher academic writing. 
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Chapter 1: Literary Analysis 

 

Reading 

Chapter Note 

This chapter develops the ability to examine how writers 

create meaning through language, structure, character, 

setting, voice, tone, imagery, symbolism, and theme. 

Students study classic and contemporary poems, plays, 

novels, short fiction, and extracts with attention to 

context and literary craft. 

 

Learning 

Outcomes 
Students should be able to... 

1 identify central themes, conflicts, motifs, and character development in literary texts 

2 analyze how poetic, dramatic, and narrative techniques shape meaning 

3 compare literary treatment of similar ideas across periods, genres, or cultures 

4 support interpretations with relevant textual evidence and precise explanation 

5 recognize how context, audience, and authorial purpose influence literary meaning 

 

Core Concepts 

• theme, motif, symbolism, imagery, irony, tone, 

mood 
• plot structure, conflict, climax, resolution, 

narrative perspective 
• characterization, dramatic monologue, dialogue, 

stage direction 
• poetic form, rhythm, figurative language, sound 

devices 
• contextual interpretation without 

overgeneralization 

Suggested Learning Activities 

• annotate a poem for imagery, tone shifts, and 

central idea 
• compare two short extracts on the same theme 
• write a paragraph explaining how a symbol 

develops meaning 
• perform a short dramatic scene and discuss 

subtext 
• create a literary evidence log with quotation and 

interpretation 

 

Assessment Focus Close-reading MCQs, evidence-based interpretation, device 

identification, theme analysis, character and conflict 

evaluation, and short analytical responses. 

Teacher/School Use Note Use a balanced text set: poetry, prose, and drama. 

Encourage students to move from summary to 

interpretation, and from personal opinion to evidence-

backed literary judgment. 

  



 

School Connect Online   |   SCO International Olympiad   |   English Olympiad 

Chapter 2: Critical Reading 

 

Reading 

Chapter Note 

This chapter trains students to read beyond surface 

meaning. Students evaluate arguments, detect bias, 

identify rhetorical strategies, judge credibility, and 

interpret how writers use evidence, tone, structure, and 

perspective to influence readers. 

 

Learning 

Outcomes 
Students should be able to... 

1 distinguish fact, opinion, inference, assumption, and claim 

2 evaluate bias, perspective, purpose, audience, and tone in texts 

3 
identify rhetorical devices such as analogy, repetition, parallelism, contrast, appeal to authority, and emotional 

appeal 

4 assess the strength and relevance of evidence in a passage 

5 summarize a writer’s argument without distorting meaning 

 

Core Concepts 

• claim, counterclaim, premise, conclusion, 

inference 
• bias, perspective, credibility, reliability, relevance 
• rhetorical appeals: ethos, pathos, and logos 
• loaded language, framing, omission, exaggeration 
• argument structure and evidence quality 

Suggested Learning Activities 

• mark claims and supporting evidence in an 

editorial 
• rewrite a biased paragraph in a neutral tone 
• compare two viewpoints on the same issue 
• identify rhetorical strategies in a speech extract 
• evaluate a source for credibility and purpose 

 

Assessment Focus Passage-based inference, rhetorical analysis, tone/purpose 

questions, evidence evaluation, bias detection, and logical 

reasoning in text. 

Teacher/School Use Note Select contemporary speeches, opinion articles, reviews, 

essays, and public-interest texts. Build discussion norms that 

require evidence, respect, and precise language. 
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Chapter 3: Research Skills 

 

Reading & Writing 

Chapter Note 

This chapter prepares students to use primary and 

secondary sources responsibly. Students learn how to 

locate information, judge source credibility, take notes, 

paraphrase accurately, integrate quotations, avoid 

plagiarism, and support arguments with evidence. 

 

Learning 

Outcomes 
Students should be able to... 

1 differentiate primary and secondary sources and use each appropriately 

2 evaluate sources for authority, currency, relevance, accuracy, and purpose 

3 paraphrase and summarize without copying source wording 

4 integrate quotations smoothly with explanation and citation awareness 

5 build a focused research question and use evidence to support a claim 

 

Core Concepts 

• primary sources, secondary sources, reference 

sources 
• source credibility, authority, currency, relevance 
• research question, thesis, evidence, citation 

awareness 
• paraphrase, summary, quotation, attribution 
• note-making, synthesis, and academic honesty 

Suggested Learning Activities 

• create a source-rating table for three resources 
• convert a broad topic into a focused research 

question 
• write a short paragraph that uses a quotation with 

explanation 
• make notes from a speech, article, and data-based 

source 
• practice paraphrasing without changing meaning 

 

Assessment Focus Source selection, evidence relevance, accurate paraphrase, 

research-based inference, data-to-claim reasoning, and 

academic integrity awareness. 

Teacher/School Use Note Schools can integrate this chapter with library orientation, 

debate preparation, project work, and interdisciplinary 

research. Emphasize ethical use of sources and clarity of 

attribution. 
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Chapter 4: Advanced Essay Writing 

 

Writing 

Chapter Note 

This chapter develops mature academic writing. Students 

plan and produce research papers, analytical essays, 

argumentative essays, and reflective writing with strong 

thesis statements, paragraph unity, evidence, transitions, 

counterarguments, and conclusions. 

 

Learning 

Outcomes 
Students should be able to... 

1 construct clear thesis statements and organized essay plans 

2 develop paragraphs with topic sentences, evidence, explanation, and transitions 

3 write analytical, argumentative, research-based, and reflective responses 

4 address counterarguments and refine claims with evidence 

5 maintain formal tone, coherence, and purpose across extended writing 

 

Core Concepts 

• thesis, outline, introduction, body paragraph, 

conclusion 
• PEEL/TEEL paragraph structure and evidence 

commentary 
• argument, counterargument, concession, rebuttal 
• coherence, cohesion, transitions, register 
• reflective voice and analytical precision 

Suggested Learning Activities 

• turn a topic into a thesis and outline 
• revise a weak paragraph into an evidence-based 

analytical paragraph 
• write a mini-essay from a literary or critical prompt 
• practice writing introductions and conclusions for 

different essay types 
• peer-review essays using a rubric 

 

Assessment Focus Essay structure, thesis clarity, argument development, 

textual evidence, commentary depth, language control, and 

coherent conclusion. 

Teacher/School Use Note Use timed writing and process writing. Students should 

learn to plan quickly, write with structure, and revise based 

on rubric feedback rather than only checking grammar. 

  



 

School Connect Online   |   SCO International Olympiad   |   English Olympiad 

Chapter 5: Creative Writing 

 

Writing 

Chapter Note 

This chapter encourages students to experiment with 

original expression while maintaining craft discipline. 

Students explore short stories, drama, poetry, descriptive 

writing, narrative voice, dialogue, imagery, pacing, and 

point of view. 

 

Learning 

Outcomes 
Students should be able to... 

1 create original writing in narrative, dramatic, poetic, or descriptive forms 

2 use sensory detail, imagery, voice, and structure to shape reader response 

3 develop believable characters, conflict, and dialogue 

4 adapt style and tone for purpose and audience 

5 reflect on creative choices and revise for stronger effect 

 

Core Concepts 

• plot, setting, conflict, character arc, point of view 
• dialogue, stage direction, monologue, dramatic 

tension 
• imagery, metaphor, simile, symbol, sound patterns 
• pacing, suspense, opening hook, ending impact 
• voice, tone, style, and audience 

Suggested Learning Activities 

• write a 300-word short story from a given image or 

line 
• rewrite a prose scene as dialogue or drama 
• compose a poem using extended metaphor 
• create two versions of the same scene from 

different viewpoints 
• revise a creative piece to improve pacing and 

imagery 

 

Assessment Focus Originality, control of form, narrative coherence, language 

effects, imagery, tone, character development, and 

purposeful revision. 

Teacher/School Use Note Creative writing should be evaluated through both product 

and process. Encourage drafting, feedback, redrafting, and 

reflection on how language choices create impact. 
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Chapter 6: Editing and Revising 

 

Writing 

Chapter Note 

This chapter focuses on making writing clearer, stronger, 

and more polished. Students revise ideas, structure, 

sentence flow, word choice, grammar, punctuation, 

coherence, style, and academic tone. Editing is treated as 

a thinking process, not only error correction. 

 

Learning 

Outcomes 
Students should be able to... 

1 distinguish revision, editing, and proofreading 

2 improve clarity, coherence, paragraph unity, and sentence variety 

3 correct common errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling 

4 replace vague or repetitive wording with precise expression 

5 apply feedback to improve style and communication effectiveness 

 

Core Concepts 

• revision vs editing vs proofreading 
• clarity, concision, coherence, cohesion 
• sentence variety, parallelism, modifiers, pronoun 

reference 
• punctuation, capitalization, spelling, grammar 

accuracy 
• style, register, tone, and word economy 

Suggested Learning Activities 

• edit a paragraph for sentence variety and 

punctuation 
• revise an essay introduction for clarity and 

purpose 
• perform a peer review using a checklist 
• correct errors in agreement, tense, and pronoun 

reference 
• compare a first draft and final draft to identify 

improvements 

 

Assessment Focus Error identification, correction, sentence improvement, 

paragraph revision, coherence building, style refinement, 

and proofreading accuracy. 

Teacher/School Use Note Revision should be visible. Schools may use portfolios, draft 

comparison, peer-review cycles, and short daily editing 

exercises to build consistent language accuracy. 
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Chapter 7: Critical Listening 

 

Listening 

Chapter Note 

This chapter develops the ability to listen actively and 

evaluate spoken or multimedia communication. Students 

interpret speeches, lectures, interviews, debates, 

podcasts, and presentations by identifying purpose, 

tone, evidence, speaker bias, organization, and implied 

meaning. 

 

Learning 

Outcomes 
Students should be able to... 

1 identify main idea, supporting details, speaker purpose, and tone in spoken texts 

2 evaluate evidence, bias, credibility, and persuasive techniques in speeches or presentations 

3 take effective listening notes and summarize spoken information accurately 

4 interpret verbal and non-verbal cues in multimedia communication 

5 respond thoughtfully using evidence from what was heard or viewed 

 

Core Concepts 

• active listening, note-taking, summary, inference 
• speaker purpose, tone, emphasis, pacing, pause 
• bias, credibility, evidence, rhetorical strategy 
• multimedia elements: visuals, sound, gestures, and 

layout 
• discussion response and respectful questioning 

Suggested Learning Activities 

• listen to a short speech and identify claim, 

evidence, and tone 
• take Cornell-style notes from a lecture clip 
• compare a transcript with the original audio/video 

delivery 
• evaluate a multimedia presentation for credibility 

and bias 
• prepare questions after listening to a debate 

 

Assessment Focus Listening comprehension, inference, speaker intent, tone 

analysis, evidence evaluation, note-taking, and critical 

response to oral/multimedia texts. 

Teacher/School Use Note Use speeches, lectures, podcasts, interviews, and 

educational videos. Students should be assessed not only on 

recall but on interpretation, evaluation, and evidence-based 

response. 
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Olympiad Preparation and Assessment Blueprint 

How the syllabus can be converted into practice, classroom learning, and assessment readiness 

Skill Area Indicative Focus Question / Task Types 

Literary Analysis 
Interpret meaning, craft, theme, voice, and 

structure 
Extract interpretation, device questions, theme analysis, 

evidence selection 

Critical Reading 
Evaluate bias, purpose, rhetorical strategies, 

and argument quality 
Inference, tone, claim/evidence, bias, logical 

relationship, source judgment 

Research Skills 
Use sources responsibly and connect 

evidence to claims 
Source credibility, paraphrase accuracy, research 

question, evidence relevance 

Advanced Writing 
Plan, organize, and strengthen academic 

responses 
Thesis selection, paragraph ordering, sentence 

improvement, essay-outline analysis 

Creative Writing 
Use voice, imagery, structure, and original 

expression 
Best opening, narrative sequence, dialogue, imagery, 

tone, style 

Editing & Revising 
Improve clarity, grammar, coherence, and 

style 
Error correction, sentence revision, punctuation, 

cohesion, diction 

Critical Listening 
Interpret spoken and multimedia 

communication 
Main idea, tone, evidence, speaker purpose, note-

taking, multimedia inference 

 

Suggested Segment Structure for School Practice 

Segment 
Recommended 

Weight 
Purpose 

Reading and Literary 

Analysis 
30% 

Builds interpretation, inference, tone, theme, context, and device 

analysis. 

Writing and Language Use 30% 
Strengthens essay structure, sentence control, editing, revision, 

grammar, and diction. 

Research and Critical 

Reasoning 
20% 

Develops source judgment, evidence use, argument evaluation, bias and 

perspective analysis. 

Listening / Multimedia 

Reasoning 
10% 

Builds note-taking, speaker-purpose analysis, and evidence-based 

listening. 

Achievers / Higher-Order 

Section 
10% 

Challenges students with complex cross-skill items and advanced 

interpretation. 
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School Assessment Design Notes 

Guidance for building balanced and meaningful Class 12 English practice 

Assessment Design Note for Schools 

Questions should move beyond recall. Strong Class 12 English assessment should test interpretation, reasoning, 

language control, source judgment, and the ability to select the best answer from close alternatives. Practice papers 

should include unseen passages, literary extracts, editing items, sentence transformations, research reasoning, and 

listening-based tasks where possible. 

 

Question Quality Check Expected Standard 

Interpretation Questions should ask what a text means and how language creates that meaning. 

Evidence Correct answers should be supported by textual or spoken evidence, not guesswork. 

Distractors Wrong options should be plausible but clearly weaker when evidence is examined. 

Language Accuracy Grammar and editing items should test real usage, not isolated memorization only. 

Writing Skill Writing-related questions should test thesis, paragraph unity, coherence, tone, and revision. 

Listening Skill Listening tasks should test purpose, emphasis, tone, inference, and evidence quality. 

 

Practice Paper Development Tip 

A strong paper should combine predictable skill coverage with fresh text contexts. This helps students apply English 

knowledge independently instead of memorizing fixed answers. 
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Preparation Roadmap for Students, Teachers, and 

Schools 

A practical route from foundation review to Olympiad readiness 

Phase Student Action Teacher / School Support Evidence of Readiness 

1. Build Reading 

Discipline 

Read poems, essays, speeches, 

and fiction extracts with 

annotation. 

Provide varied texts and model 

close reading. 

Annotated text with theme, 

tone, device, and evidence 

notes. 

2. Strengthen 

Language Control 

Practice sentence correction, 

punctuation, transformation, and 

vocabulary precision. 

Use short daily editing tasks and 

feedback cycles. 
Improved accuracy in grammar, 

coherence, and word choice. 

3. Develop 

Analytical Writing 
Write thesis-led paragraphs and 

short essays using evidence. 
Use rubrics for thesis, evidence, 

commentary, and organization. 
Clear paragraph structure and 

stronger evidence explanation. 

4. Practice Research 

Reasoning 

Compare sources, paraphrase 

correctly, and connect evidence 

to claims. 

Teach credibility checks and 

ethical source use. 
Research notes, source table, 

and evidence-based response. 

5. Train Listening 

Skills 
Listen for claim, tone, evidence, 

and speaker intent. 
Use speeches, lectures, debates, 

and multimedia clips. 
Accurate notes, summary, and 

critical response. 

6. Attempt Timed 

Practice 
Solve mixed-skills papers and 

review mistakes. 
Provide segment-wise practice 

and discussion of distractors. 
Higher accuracy, better pacing, 

and fewer avoidable errors. 

 

Student Checklist 

• Read one complex text weekly 
• Maintain a vocabulary and 

quote notebook 
• Practice timed grammar/editing 

questions 
• Write at least one analytical 

paragraph weekly 
• Review mistakes and update 

strategy 

Teacher Checklist 

• Use unseen texts and varied 

genres 
• Teach annotation and evidence 

commentary 
• Build a revision-first writing 

culture 
• Include listening and 

multimedia evaluation 
• Discuss why distractors are 

wrong 

School Checklist 

• Create reading corners and text 

banks 
• Run class-wise Olympiad 

practice cycles 
• Support debates, presentations, 

and reading clubs 
• Track strengths and gaps using 

reports 
• Encourage ethical research and 

source use 

 

Quick Revision Principle 

For Class 12 learners, the strongest results usually come from a balanced cycle: read closely, explain evidence, write 

clearly, revise deliberately, and listen critically. Regular short practice is more effective than last-minute 

memorization. 
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Chapter-Wise Quick Glance and Glossary 

One-page revision support for the complete syllabus 

Chapter Key Skill Fast Revision Question 

Literary Analysis Interpret craft and meaning What technique is used, and how does it develop theme or tone? 

Critical Reading Evaluate argument and bias 
What claim is being made, and what evidence supports or 

weakens it? 

Research Skills Use sources responsibly 
Is this source credible, relevant, current, and accurately 

paraphrased? 

Advanced Essay Writing Build structured arguments 
Does every paragraph support the thesis with evidence and 

explanation? 

Creative Writing Shape original expression How do voice, imagery, structure, and dialogue affect the reader? 

Editing and Revising Improve clarity and style 
Can the sentence or paragraph be clearer, more coherent, and 

more precise? 

Critical Listening 
Evaluate spoken 

communication 
What is the speaker’s purpose, tone, evidence, and possible bias? 

 

Essential Class 12 English Terms 

Term Meaning 

Allusion A reference to a person, event, text, or idea outside the work. 

Ambiguity A deliberate or accidental openness to more than one meaning. 

Bias A tendency or preference that affects fairness or balance. 

Commentary Explanation of how evidence supports an interpretation or claim. 

Counterargument An opposing view that must be addressed in an argument. 

Diction The writer’s choice of words and level of formality. 

Ethos / Pathos / Logos Rhetorical appeals based on credibility, emotion, and logic. 

Imagery Language that appeals to the senses. 

Paraphrase Restating another source’s idea in original wording while preserving meaning. 

Tone The attitude of the writer or speaker toward the subject. 
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Final Readiness Outcomes 

The target learning profile after completing the Class 12 English syllabus 

Outcome Area Students demonstrate readiness when they can... 

Literary Judgment explain how theme, character, voice, form, and literary techniques work together. 

Critical Reasoning recognize bias, assess evidence, and evaluate claims in written or spoken texts. 

Research Responsibility select useful sources, paraphrase accurately, and use evidence ethically. 

Academic Writing develop a thesis, organize ideas, support claims, and revise for clarity and style. 

Creative Expression use form, voice, imagery, structure, and dialogue to create purposeful original writing. 

Listening Intelligence 
identify speaker purpose, tone, emphasis, and credibility in oral or multimedia 

communication. 

 

SCO International Olympiad Learning Direction 

The syllabus supports students in developing academic English maturity: independent reading, precise writing, 

thoughtful listening, ethical use of sources, and confident interpretation of literature and real-world communication. 

 

School Implementation Closing Note 

Students, teachers, and schools can treat this syllabus as a complete enrichment pathway. Each chapter may be 

taught independently, but the strongest learning happens when reading, writing, listening, research, and revision are 

practised together. 

 


